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Vision Statement
To ensure that our 
citizens, their families and 
property, are secure from 
intrusion by and damage 
from water, whether river, 
rain or sea.
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Flood control is not 
simply accomplished by 
raising levees, but 
requires a coordinated 
system of levees, pumps, 
locks, dams, weirs, flood 
gates, dredging, siphons 
and other forms of coastal 
restoration. 
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The charge to this Sub-
committee was to examine, 
probe, learn and recommend a 
course of action which would 
give our citizens comfort that 
our flood control system for 
Orleans Parish would provide 
by its design and construction 
a clear margin of safety when 
confronted with rising water.
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•Feasible

•Affordable
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Many Have Contributed To This Report
Bruce Thompson TECO
Billy Marchal Engineer
Boysie Bollinger Bollinger Shipyards / Dock Board 
Jim Bean Bean Dredging
Mark Schxnider LSU Agricultural Center
John Kallenborn Chase Bank / Dock Board
John Barry Author
Charles Nelson Waldemar S. Nelson and Company
Jimmy Kostmayer Kostmayer Contruction
Robert Boh Boh Bros. Construction
Marsha St. Martin Sewerage & Water Board of New Orleans
Toby Roesler Levee Guard
Allan Colley Dupuy Storage
Rene Cross Louisiana Recovery Authority
David Voelker Louisiana Recovery Authority
Joe Sullivan Sewerage & Water Board of New Orleans
Tim Axtman U.S. Corps of Engineers
Cynthia Fromhertz FEMA
Erik L. Johnsen International Shipholding
Walter Baumy U.S. Corps of Engineers
Randy Evans Levee Guard
Ralph Lehmann Koerner Capital
Jason Lehmann UNO
Jay Lapeyre Laitrim / Business Council
King Milling American’s Wetlands
Frank Nicolates NY Associates
Bill Monteleone La Branch Wetlands
John Lopez Lake Pontchartrain
Greg Miller U.S. Corps of Engineers
Joseph Becker Sewerage & Water Board of New Orleans
Walter Baudier Desin Engineering, Inc.
Maj. Hugh Darville U.S. Corps of Engineers
Col. Lewis Setliff U.S. Corps of Engineers

Times Picayune
National Geographics

Many Others Contributed to This Work in Addition to Those Listed
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What Happened ?
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Katrina’s Tidal Surge
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Swollen Lake Pontchartrain
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Where The Breaks Were
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Where The Breaks Were
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Current Corps Plans
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A Good Flood Strategy
Relies on Layers
of Protection
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Backtracking
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Old Monticello Levee
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Assume That 
East Bank of Orleans Parish

Is Protected From The South & West
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East Jefferson



Bring New Orleans Back
Infrastructure Committee
Levees and Flood Protection
January 18, 2006

Holes in the Levee
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Bridge

Orleans Canals Open to the Lake
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Jefferson Parish has Jetties Across the Mouth
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Old Pumping Stations

Add Jetties at the Mouth of Each Canal
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Pumping Station at the Mouth of Canal
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Move Pumping Stations to the Mouth of Each Canal
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Sheet Piles at 17th Street Canal for Rita
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Sheet Piles at 17th Street Canal Today
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I-10 Pumping Station
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17th Street Canal Pump Barge
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Old Pumping Stations

Industrial Canal
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Dam at Seabrook

Dam
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Groups Impacted

•Barges
•Fisherman
•Shrimpers
•Boaters
•Repair Yards
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Groups Favorably Disposed

•Environmentalists
•Neighborhoods Near Canal
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Closing the Four Holes in the 
Levee Creates a Solid Front to 
the North, From Hwy. 11 to the 
St. Charles Parish Line
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Funnel Effect
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Funnel Effect
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Weir Across the MRGO/GIWW at Paris Road

LaLoutre Ridge

Paris Road
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Closed When a Hurricane
Is Approaching

For Maritime Traffic
To the Industrial Canal

Floating Gate
Ballast

Floating Gate
BallastFloating Gate
Ballast

Weir Across the MRGO at Paris Road
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The Dam and Weir Combination Would Isolate
the Industrial Canal System From Flood Waters

Lock



Bring New Orleans Back
Infrastructure Committee
Levees and Flood Protection
January 18, 2006

Weir Across the MRGO at the LaLoutre Ridge

LaLoutre Ridge

Paris Road
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Lake Pontchartrain
Barrier Plan
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Flood Control Structures in the Chef and Rigolets
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Times Picayune Estimate of Component Cost

Slidell to Rigolets (Includes Gates at Rig.) $926.5 Million
Chef Island and Gates at Chef Menteur 336.6
Venetian Isles / FT. McComb to MRGO 168.5
South of MRGO thru Chalmette 170.5
Engineering and Design 240.3
Supervision and Admin 192.3

$2.035 Billion
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Primary Barrier
With Our Current Levees
and Containment Strategy

Gives Triple Protection
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Add-Ons to Current Corps Plans

Lake
Salvador

Lake
Pontchartrain

Lake
Borne

MRGO
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Note:

Four Suggestions/Recommendation Can Be Fast Tracked
* Jetties
* Barge/Thruster
* Dam
* Weir

These Suggestions Do Not Interfere With Any Ongoing Corps Work

These are Add-Ons Which Complement and Augment Current Projects



Bring New Orleans Back
Infrastructure Committee
Levees and Flood Protection
January 18, 2006

Bring New Orleans Back
Infrastructure Committee
Levees and Flood Protection
December 13, 2005

3 Jetties $15-25 Million
1 Barge/Thruster – 17st. 10-20
2 Barge/Thrusters-Orleans & London 15-30
1 Dam 10-15
1 Weir and Barge Gate 50-80

$100-170 Million

Fast Track Projects
Cost Ranges – Best Estimate
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